




March 18, 2015 

RE: Reference for Mr. Ali Soofastaei 

Dear Sir or Madam:  

It is my great please to write this reference letter for Mr. Ali Soofastaei. I have known Ali for about 2 
years since he started his PhD at the University of Queensland in March 2012. Mr. Soofastaei has 
been involved in a number of projects funded through CRCMining and CRCMining is currently 
providing support for his PhD. I believe Ali Soofastaei has all the qualities that make him an 
exceptional candidate for an AUS to USA Fellowship.  

Let me introduce myself. I am currently the CEO of the Cooperative Research Centre for Mining 
(CRCMining) and also Professor of Mining Engineering in the Mining Division of the School of 
Mechanical and Mining Engineering at the University of Queensland (UQ). I have been at the 
University of Queensland since July 2000 primarily as a Professorial Research Fellow. Prior to joining 
the University of Queensland I spent 10 years as a faculty member in Department of Mining and 
Geological Engineering Department at the University of Arizona. I served as department head for my 
last three years at the University of Arizona. 

Mr Soofastaei background in energy management while working with a number of companies in the 
resources field fits very well the CRCMining’s mining company members interests in this area. The 
reduction of energy usage in mining operations is critical for the future viability of the industry. Our 
ability to work on these topics with research groups around the world is also essential if we are to 
achieve these goals. Therefore, I firmly support Mr Soofastaei proposed collaboration with American
Universities and believe this will be a valuable experience for all the stakeholders involved.  

In closing, Ali Soofastaei is a highly intelligent, creative and dedicated person who is a pleasure to 
interact with. I am very optimistic about his ability to undertake and successfully engage with American 

researchers and believe his work will be of high significance to the field. I believe Mr. Ali Soofastaei 
is a high calibre candidate for the USA fellowship and he has my support without reservation. 

Yours Sincerely 

Professor Paul Lever 

CEO CRCMining 



SCHOOL OF MECHANICAL AND MINING ENGINEERING 

Brisbane Qld 4072 Australia 
Telephone (07) 3365 4499 
International +61 7 3365 4499 
Facsimile (07) 3365 3888 
Telex UNIVQLD AA 40315 
Email :  m.kizil@uq.edu.au  
www : http://www.minmet.uq.edu.au  

19 March 2015 

Re: Letter of reference in support of Australia to US Fellowship by Mr Ali Soofastaei 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am very pleased to be providing this reference letter for Mr Ali Soofastaei in my capacity as 
his PhD associate advisor. 

Mr Soofastaei is an impressive mature researcher. He has a strong record of accomplishment 
and extensive research experience in haul truck energy consumption and greenhouse gas 
emissions in surface mines. He specialises on using Artificial Intelligence methods to simulate 
and optimise key parameters that affect haul truck fuel consumption. This is a very unique 
and innovative approach to save money and energy for the mining industry, which has a 
strong commercial potential. 

Mr Soofastaei is also an independent and highly motivated researcher. He has been working 
very hard to achieve his research goals. This is clearly evidenced by top quality papers he has 
published in prestigious international conferences and journals. Last year, not only had he 
confirmed his PhD project with an outstanding evaluation, but also wrote five papers and 
submitted three of them for publications in reputable journals. He is well respected and 
admired by his supervisors and fellow academics for the quality and quantity of his publica-
tions. 

Mr Soofastaei has a very nice personality. He is very polite and respectful. His positive work-
ing attitude and easy-going personality played a role in establishing and maintaining col-
laboration between university and industry. I have found Mr Soofastaei to be professional, 
hardworking, and enthusiastic for adopting new technologies and ideas for his research work. 
Furthermore, he is very passionate about his research study. 

I am quite confident that Ali will make a great contribution to the science of energy 
management in Australian mining industry. The USA Fellowship will boost his confidence and 
determination to do better therefore I strongly support his application. 

Yours faithfully 

Associate Professor Mehmet Kizil 
Director, Teaching and Learning 
Mining Program Leader 

mailto:m.kizil@uq.edu.au
http://www.minmet.uq.edu.au/
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